








THE AMERICAN 


NATIONAL PREACHER. 








No. 9, Vol. XXX,] SEPTEMBER, 1856. _{{ Whole No. 387. 


———EE ——. 














SERMON DCLXXXIX. 


BY REV. A. T, CHESTER, D.D., 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 





CHRIST THE HEAD-—-THE CHURCH THE BODY. 


** And gave him to be the head over all things to the Church, which is his body.” — 
Eruxsians i, 22, 23, 


Tae Church is not any one particular denomination. In the 
rg, 0 use of this name all are meant who have embraced 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the exercise of a saving faith, and who 
have professed attacliment to Christ according to the forms of some 
evangelical communion ; nay, if they have not made such open 
profession, because it has been impracticable, they are not on this 
account excluded from the fellowship of the Son of God. The 
Church comprises all real Christians. It is this company of true 
believers that is called in the text the/body of Christ. Of this 
company, considered as a body, Christ is the head. 

Could. we venture to use language expressing such intimacy 
between ourselves, poor miserable sinners, and the divine Son of 
the blessed God, if he himself had not authorized it? Should we 
dare, even in the use of figurative language, to hint at such a 
tender and loving union as that which Chriet declares to exist 
between himself, and those whom he has chosen for his own ? 
He says, “ For whosoever shall dv the will of my Father which 
isin heaven, the same is my brother and sister and mother.” 
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He says to his disciples, ‘I am the vine, ye are the branches. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in the 
vine, no more can ye except ye abide in me.” The Apostle is 
directed by inspiration to call Jesus Christ “ the chief corner stone 
in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord.” And under the guidance of the same 
Spirit, the Apostle calls Ohrist the husband, and the Church the 
wife. And again he says, in the Epistle to the Colossians, in ex- 
act agreement with the lan e of the text, “ And he is the 
Head of the body, the Church.” These expressions declare a 
- union between the Redeemer and the redeemed so close and ten- 
der, as to awaken our astonishment at Christ’s condescension, and 
our warmest gratitude in view of his love. 

The text exhibits an arrangement of divine wisdom. God, 
Jehovah, gave his own Son to be head over all things to the 
Church which is his body. This passage is full of the most im- 
portant instruction. 

t 


I. We have in it a view of the exaltation of the Church. It 
is indeed called the body, and Christ the head, to show his supe- 
riority, but we must not suppose that because the Church is a 
body, it is on this account insignificant or worthless. The charac- 
ter of the body will depend upon the head with which it is joined. 
We are accustomed to depreciate the excellence, and to deny the 

lory of our natural bodies, because they are associated with the 
flesh, which the Scriptures pronounce corrupt and cursed ; but 
then this is a corruption and a curse not literally of the flesh, but 
of the moral nature. The body of man regarded in itself, con- 
templated in view of its structure, its capacity of development, 
its delicate and intricate machinery, its adaptation to all the 
wants of the ye being, and its mysterious connection with 
the spirit that dwells within its chambers—this body is the most 
wonderful and glorious of all the visible works of God. The 
body of a living creature, when properly considered, reflects 
more honor upon its Creator than the solid masses of many sense- 
less worlds. is body is essential to the completeness of the 
soul. Here on earth, what is the soul without it? We some 
times call these bodies the fetters of the soul. We call them elay 
in ape to spirit. We think that when the soul is freed 
from these clogs, it will rise to the enjoyment of its full measure 
of blessedness and knowledge and glory; but yet this truth is 
also plainly taught in the Scriptures, that a body is essential to 
the highest development, and to the complete perfection of the 
soul in eternity. Ido not suppose that the disembodied spirit, 
awaiting the sound of the trumpet that arouses the dead, though 
in the enjoyment of complete bliss, or in the endurance of unmi- 

i wo, can either enjoy or suffer as much as when it shall 
receive its body from the grave and be arrayed for immortality. 
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A body—of what character we cannot now form an idea—a body 
is essential to the tion of the immortal spirit. Such.a 
body Christ himself consents to honor and exalt, as the habita- 
tion of his own divine nature, while he shows himself to the 
adoring hosts of the redeemed, and receives their homage as King 
of kings and Lord of lords. It is not necessary to connect any 
idea of disparagement with the Church, because it is called the 
body of Christ; even that which is named in the figure, this 
body of clay, is a display of the power and wisdom of God, 
fitted to call out the highest praise. Each one of us has occasion 
to use the adoring language of the Psalmist, “I will praise thee, 
O God, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” But then, 
what gives its value to the Ohurch, considered as a body, is that 
it is the body of such a head. The head gives character to the 
whole being. This is the chief exaltation of the Church, that, 
as a body is essential, in connection with a head, to make up a 
wing eing, so in a certain most important sense, which must 
now be more fully explained, the Church, as a body, joined to 
its divine head, is essential to the existence and completeness of 
the glory and majesty and everlasting dominion of the Son of 
God as the Redeemer and Saviour of lost men, Certain it is, 
that Christ could not be what he is without the existence of his 
Church. He would be divine, one with the Father, “ glorions in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders.” He would be wor- 
shipped in heaven, but he would not be known as Redeemer, or 
Mediator, or Saviour. He would not be regarded as a king 
while he had no kingdom. He could not be considered as the 
head if there were no body, or if he were, it would only be to 
exhibit his incompleteness in this respect. This idea, which 
seems so important and so interesting, and which in this connec- 
tion so exalts the Church, is stated in the lan e connected 
with the text. It is a remarkable expression, and deserves espe- 
cial consideration: ‘And gave him to be the Head over all 
things to the Church which is his body, the fullness of him that 
filleth all in all.” The Church, his body, is his fullness, or, as is 
the exact meaning of the word, his completeness—that which is 
wanting to make him perfect—not in his character as God, or the 
eternal Son, or the Lord of Angels, but as Saviour, Redeemer, 
Mediator, and King of Saints. Paul says of believers, “ and ye 
are complete in him”—without Christ, man is, and remains an 
imperfect being. He needs Christ, whatever else he may possess 
to make him complete in true wisdom, or spiritual excellence, or 
eternal safety, or infinite glory and bliss. And here we are 
taught that the Church is the fullness of Christ—he is complete 
in his people; of course in respect to his purposes of mercy and 
his work of grace; which yet are the most glorious exhibitions 
of his nature. We almost shrink from the thought, so much does 
it elevate the Church. The Church is not merely his chosen 
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flock to be saved by his blood—not merely his adopted family to 
be received into his kingdom and made happy there forever, but 
it is his body, his flesh; for the Apostle says, still more boldly, 
“for we are members of his body, of his flesh and of his bones.” 
The Church is the fullness, the completeness of Christ. It is on 
this account in part, that the Father promised the Son that he 
should not make the sacrifice of himself in vain—that he should 
see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied—that he should 
have a seed to serve him—in short, that he should be complete 
in his connection with the Church, both on earth and in heaven. 
Already does Christ the Redeemer exhibit his glory in this char- 
acter to the older inhabitants of heaven as he receives the hom- 
age of that portion of the Church that has already crossed the 
flood and joined itself to his glorious throne; and on earth how 
can he manifest himself to the ungodly except in this way, 
showing the power of his grace and exhibiting the riches of his 
love in calling a people out of the world and bestowing upon 
them the blessings of his salvation? Would Christ be what he 
is now in heaven—would he be throughout eternity what we are 
assured he will be, if, having made his sacrifice, and continuing 
his merciful intercession, all men should be left to hardness of 
heart, should resist his mercy, and not one be saved to sing in 
heaven the praises of redeeming love. Such a result would not, 
could not rob him of a single ray of his personal and essential 
glory, for as God he would still stand forth arrayed in spotless 
holiness and complete perfection; but he would not be exalted 
to the throne of dominion over the redeemed host, who shall now 
vie forever with the angels in their notes of praise. The Church 
is the fullness of Christ. 

But lest there might be any unholy exultation—lest any thing 
of credit might be arrogated by the Church, the apostle ascribes 
all the excellence of the Church to Christ. It is the fullness of him 
that filleth all in all; the very existence of the Church—its spirit- 
uality, its connection with the Redeemer, its ultimate excellence, 
when according to his promise, he shall “ present it to himself, 
a glorious church not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing” 
—all this is derived from Christ; he filleth the members of this 
spiritual body with all their graces. The Lamb of Gdd prepares 
for himself a spouse; to her it is granted that “she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, and the fine linen is the 
righteousness of the saints.” Soon shall be heard “ the voice of 
the great multitude as the voice of many waters and as the voice 
of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia, for the Lord God omni- 
rag reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice and give honor to 

im, for the marriage of the Taub is come, and his wife hath 


made herself ready.” The Church shall be cherished by the 
Redeemer as a wife of youth. Of her he shall say, when she is 
received to his embrace, “Thou art all fair, my love—there is 
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no spot in thee.” What honor thus to be united with Ohrist. 
“So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that 
loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his 
own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
Church.” All this love and favor is secured to the people of 
God because Christ is the head and they the body. 


II. We have another truth taught in the text; the main in- 
struction of the passage. It is the superiority of Christ. He is 
the head! Language more expressive of excellence could not 
be used. Literally interpreted, the text declares Christ’s exalta- 
tion among the exalted. The head is the most honorable part of 
the body. It is the throne of the intellect—the home of thought. 
In it the organs of sense are located. It is the especial dw 
of the soul, that looks out from the guarded windows, that listens 
at the surrounding galleries, that holds its court within its hidden 
chambers, issuing Ronw its orders and there receiving reports 
from the whole system. The head as the centre of thought, gives 
its character to the whole being; for say what we will of the 
heart as the seat of the affections, and thus determining the moral 
qualities, yet it ever remains true, ‘ For as a man thinketh so 
is he.” Upon the countenance we look to determine the intellec- 
tual and moral character of the individual. The head has all 
authority ; to the head is committed all care. This language, 
implying Christ’s superiority, is established by many other pas- 
sages of Scripture. It is said by prophecy of Christ, “I will 
make him my first born, higher than the kings of the earth.” 
“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the father of glory, hath 
raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand, 
far above all principalities and powers and might and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world but also in 
that which is to come, and hath put all things under his feet.” 
The Church on earth is more precious in the sight of God the 
Father than any thing else the world contains—nay, than the 
world and all in it besides. For its sake, the blessings of Provi- 
dence and grace are bestowed upon mankind. In his purposes of 
mercy and love towards his people, God bestows favors upon:sin- 
ners who are joined with them in the relations of this life. Upon 
this Church shall be poured the treasures of God’s glory ; his power 
to make it holy and happy shall be exerted forever; and yet as 
the head of this body is Christ placed. This is to be Christ’s re- 
deemed family, this his everlasting kingdom. He shall reign by 
the appointment of his Father in uninterrupted dominion forever 
and ever. He is the Head! However intimate may be the 
communion of the Church with her Lord—however highly exal- 
ted she may be by this connection, in the reception of the bles- 
sings God confers upon her—she will ever be in such subjection 
to her Lord—she will ever be so inferior, as properly to be fe- 
garded only as the body of which he is the head. 
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This superior excellency of Christ consists in part in his divine 
nature. As when he was upon the earth wearing the outward 
form of humanity he was not divested of his deity, but thro 
the veil, the glory of the Godhead would sometimes shine ft 
go that that human voice seemed to carry with it the authority of 
Jehovah, as it healed the sick, and raised the dead, and quelled 
the tempest, so, in heaven, as the head of the Church, though 
we are assured that Ohrist will have a glorified body like the 
arisen bodies of the saints, and be known there as the elder 
brother of the redeemed family, yet this will not be at the ex- 
pense of his divinity; this he will retain, with this he cannot 
part, and in this he will ever be worshipped as the Lord of an- 
gels, as well as the King of saints. 

And not only thus will he be exalted, but as the Author of 
their salvation will all the redeemed exalt him forever. He is 
their Head in this respect. He contrived, he purposed, he execu- 
ted, even amid sufferings, the plan of redemption. His ardent 
love impelled him to the sacrifice required ; he stained the shame- 
fal cross with his own blood, that, thus sprinkled, it might turn 
aside the avenger, the angel of death; he sent the Spirit to 
move upon the souls of sinners and subdue their opposition to 
his will, to open their eyes, shut up against his beauty, and to 
unstop their ears, deaf to the music of his inviting voice, to re- 
new and sanctify the soul, and to keep his chosen in the path of 
life unto the end. He has been ever present in the believer’s 
experience—in every scene of his eventful life he has exercised 
control ; in sorrow, he has been near to comfort; in temptation 
to strengthen ; in danger, to defend; and in death, to cheer an 
animate with heavenly hopes; until now safely gathered into his 
kingdom above, the happy spirits of the redeemed are ready to 
exalt him, not only as King of Heaven, but as the author of 
eternal life. Each shining member of that church on high, 

thered at last from every nation to dwell forever at the right 

and of God, looking up to him, who is there gratefully ac- 
knowledged as the Head not only of the Church, but of all prin- 
cipality and power, will be ready, with an emphasis which Thom- 
as could not express, to exclaim, “My Lord and my God!” 


Christ shall be the glorious Head of the Church forever and 
ever. 


III. This passage also gives us light in respect to the nature of 
the present connection between Christ and his Church. It is here 
represented by the connection of the head with the body. As 
the hend is essential to the life of the body, so is Christ essential 
to the very existence and life of the Church. Its spiritual being 
has been derived from him, and for its continuance it is entirely 
dependent upon him. The body would not sooner lose all its 
powers and turn to corruption, if the head were removed, than 
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the Ohurch if it should be separated from Christ. ‘There ig-no 
state of society more analogous to the putrefaction of a dead 
body than that in which a form of religion prevails—in which 
there is the name of a church remaining, but in which all con- 
nection with Ohrist and all regard for a spiritual Christiani 
have ceased. There are about the forms of a ceremonial reli- 
ion, from which all that is Christlike has departed, an unsight- 
iness like dead men’s jbones, and a savor like the charnel- 
a The life of the Church is in its union with Ohrist the 

Nor merely existence, but all vigor, all that we call life, in 
distinction from inactivity and uselessness, depends upon Christ, 
The head gives motion to the whole frame—when it reposes in 
slumber, the whole frame is in repose. From the head are sent 
out the messages which put in action the entire system, and im- 
pel each member to its appropriate work. Such is the energiz- 
ng influence of Jesus Christ, the head, upon the Church—au 
each individual member. When in any period the Church 
been peculiarly alive and active in its appointed sphere of labor, 
engaging as with one spirit in the great cause of benevolence, in 
building up the Redeemer’s kingdom, and in doing good to men, 
then has Christ, the head, been sending forth throughout the whole 
body his invigorating influences; impelling his people forward 
in their holy calling ; and whenever, on the contrary, the Church 
has been sleepin g, erry and stupid, it has been when she has 
separated herself from Christ, giving herself up to some other 
motive, and not being constrained in all things by the love of 
her Lord. And as it is a controlling influence that the head ex- 
erts in the human system, so is it with Christ and his Church. 
He, as the Head, controls and regulates all her movemen 
when she indeed submits to him. There are states of the human 
system when the determinations of the mind are not carried into 
execution ; when the hand, for example, refuses to obey the com- 
mands of the will—when paralysis has removed from some mem- 
ber the power of motion. Such paralysis then, is in the Charch, 
Christ’s body, when it does not move in every limb according to 
the directions of its Head. This is the established connection 
between the Church and Christ—he controls, she submits; 80 it 
must ever be in a healthy state. She is not safe or prosperous, 
if she follow any other leader, or if she refuse or neglect to fol- 
low him. 

This relation of Christ to his Church gives him all authority. 
Let his people ever inquire what Christ has said, what is Ohrist’s ~ 
will as made known in his word, rather than to yield to the dic- 
tation of the whole body, or of any earthly head. Christ Jesus 
is the only head of the Church. at which is not subordinate 
to him, which does not rule in accordance with his d 
should receive no respect from the faithful members of Christ's 
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body. Let the Head control, or else confusion and disaster are 
sure to ensue, 

There is another connection of Christ with his Church here 
presented to our view, more impressive and interesting than any 
that has been mentioned. It is the connection of sympath " 
How complete is the union of the whole human frame with the 
head. Here, because the brain is located—here because it is the 
centre of the nervous system—here, because it is the seat of sen- 
sation—here, is every thing felt, most acutely, that gives plea- 
sure or pain to the remotest members. So are we taught that, 
in a manner to us’ incomprehensible, but yet real, Christ suffers 
with his suffering poe. He is complete in his blessedness, as 
he sits upon the throne of Heaven. He has finished his work 
of atonement, yet are there trials to be endured in promoting 
his cause in an ungodly world—yet are there enemies to be met 
in this spiritual warfare—yet are there groans and sighs and 
tears, from which those cannot hope to escape who engage in his 
service; “for through much tribulation we enter into the 
Kingdom of God,” and, “ in all these afflictions he is afflicted” 
—so perfectly does he sympathize with his Church below. 
‘‘Why persecutest thou me?” cried Jesus from the skies to him 
who was dragging the saints to prison. ‘ Whoso shall offend 
one of these little ones, it were better for him that a mill-stone 
were hanged about his neck and that he were cast into the 
depths of the sea.” He that wounds one of the true believers of 
Ohrist, strikes a blow at the very person of the Redeemer, and 
this not merely in intention; he feels it who is on the highest 
throne of heaven. Surely the enemies of God’s people know not 
what they do. Is not this the meaning of the Apostle when he 
says, in language of solemn warning, “ From henceforth let no 
man trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus.” Did he not mean to have his foes understand that Christ 
would consider himself wounded in the person of his own acce 
ted disciple? Still more plainly may he be considered as speak- 
ing on this point when he says, “I, Paul, rejoice in my suffer- 
ings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ, in my flesh, for his body’s sake, which is the Church.” 
It is not necessary that Christ should suffer more than he has 
done to complete the glorious work of redemption, but there are 
afflictions for his body to endure in the final conflict with Satan 
upon the earth—these are the afflictions of Christ, Paul, and 
every suffering child of God who is called to tribulation for 
Christ’s sake,—each one is filling up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ. He regards them as his own, so complete 
is the union between the head and the body. And how sweet 
and comforting the language of the Bible to those who are thus 
wounded for him. It is declared by the prophet, “In all their 
afflictions he was afflicted” —“ for he that toucheth you, touch- 
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eth the apple of his eye.” How uns bly precious does this 
view make the bl Redeemer to those m can thus by faith 
behold him sharing with them in all their trials and pains as one 
with them; as the head sympathizes with the pains of every 
limb. Will not Christ assuredly, for his own sake, bring all this 
suffering to an end, and when these afflictions are filled up, ac- 
cording to the eternal a seg of God, make every member of 
his body happy and glorious with his own glory and joy in his 
Father’s kingdom ? 


IV. One other distinct lesson is taught us in this passage, viz. : 
the nature of the connection between the members of the Church. 
It is the connection of the members of the same body, How 
frequently and distinctly the sacred writers present this truth: 
“Now ye are the body of Christ and members in particular ;” 
i, e., each one is a member of that body. ‘There should be no 
schism in the body, but the members should have the same care 
one for another, and whether one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it, or one member be honored, all the members rejoice 
with it. For as we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office, so we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” What 
an intimate union must there necessarily be among those who 
are held together by such bonds, members of the same body, 
and that the body of Christ! How can there be any schism, 
any essential disagreement, any other separation than that which 
is the result of remote locality, or varying language, or climate. 
or habit? Will not the same life-blood pervade every limb and 
every member? Will not the same thought of the common and 
exalted head thrill each nerve? Does not the remotest member 
feel the power of that central will? Does not any thing, that 
differs from the most perfect agreement, show at least a partial 
separation from the body of Christ? How evident the duty, that 
if one member suifer, all the members shall suffer with it, or if 
one member be honored, all the members shall rejoice with it, 
Let us, as members of this body of Christ, sympathize with every 
suffering brother who is afflicted for righteousness’ sake ; let us 
rejoice in the spiritual prosperity and increasing holiness of 
every one who is advancing in the divine life, and we prove 
most effectually that, as members, we are joined to the one bod 
of Christ here below, and that we are holding to “the head 
from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment 
ministered and knit together, increaseth with the increase of 
God.” 

There are two obvious reflections from this subject. 1st. It is 
the duty of every member of this body to yield to the instruc- 
tions of the exalted Head with which it is united. It is only as 
one can perceive the existence, and yield to the power of a sym- 

7 








198 


pathy with the Head, that there can be any assurance of that 
change which must take place in each child of earth, to fit him 
for the skies. 

If there be not an identity of feeling and of interest—if the 
will of Christ be not the will of the professed believer, there is 
but little evidence that the union with the Head, which is neces- 
sary to constitute us members of the body of Christ, has been 
effected. There may be a wart or a wen upon the body which is 

et no ~ of the body ; it clings to it, but is not subject to the 
aws of life and health. So are there such excrescences upon the 
body of Christ ; those who have a name to live and are dead, 
having no vital union with Christ—no sympathy to the Lord of 
glory ; no correspondence of will or purpose with him who died 
or sinners, and who seeks to make the polluted holy ; these are 
not members of his body, though they may cling to it to mar its 
beauty and impede its growth. Christ must be considered as the 
Head, and honored as such, by all that would have evidence of 
their acceptance with him. Christ must be, will be all and in all 
to those who are members of his mystical body ; they will re- 
gard him as entirely adapted to all their wants: as such they 
will ever recommend him unto others. 
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“* He is a path, if any be misled ; 
He is a robe, if any naked be; 
If any chance to hunger, he is bread ; 
If any be a bondman, he can free; 
If any be but weak, how strong is he ; 
To dead men, life he is; to sick men health ; 
To blind men, sight ; and to the needy, wealth. 
A pleasure without loss—a treasure without stealth.” 


The humble believer cannot find terms to express his love for 
Christ—his gratitude—his reverential homage; Christ is the 
Head. In him each saint rejoices ; to him he commits his soul 
as unto a faithful Creator. aw plain is this duty to every be- 
liever. At the same time there must be a suitable view of the 
dignity and honor of being a member of Christ’s body. How 
can any one, with this thought in mind, yield to unrighteousness 
**] am a member of Christ’s body, of his flesh, and of his bones ; 
my body is a temple of the Holy Ghost; I am not my own, 
but bought with a price, even with the precious blood of the Son 
of God; joined to the glorious Head, how can I consent to any 
thing which would cause a blush upon that cheek once given to 
the smiter, or a throb in those anaes once pierced by the thorns. 
Let each disciple of Christ be mindful of his own high calling, 


of his exaltation, while also mindful of the superior exaltation of 

Christ. Let the body be cherished, while the Head is adored. 
2. The other reflection has respect to the impenitent. They 

may learn from this subject where to look to obtain a correct view 
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of religion, the religion of Jesus. It is a system, like the complete 
framework of the human body, the dwelling-place of the soul. But 
as we do not look at one’s hands or feet, at his limbs or chest, to 
obtain a view of his character, but at his head—his brow, where 
mind holds its throne—his face, where moral traits are shown as 
in @ mirror—so must those who would obtain a correct view of 
the system of religion, look, not at the body, but at the head, 
This is a great mistake into which mankind are prone to fall; 
they look at the body of Christ, and because they detect some 
blemishes—for even true Christians are not yet perfect—thg ote 
nounce against it, and strengthen themselves in their unbelief 
and impiety. Oh, they should look on the Head! How many 
there are who will not admit the excellence of those who are con- 
sistent members of Obrist’s body, because they have occupied 
their field of vision with some flagrant offender—perhaps a wolf 
in sheep’s clothing, whom they declare not to be a Christian, and 
yet they allow themselves to be prejudiced on this account 
against Christianity! But nowhere can the true view be ob- 
tained, so long as any part of the body is regarded. Even that 
which is most healthful and vigorous, is still imperfect, and but 
faintly reflects the glory of the Head. Look to Christ, ye that 
meer | know what religion is; ye that would not remain wilfully 
blinded against all perception of the truth. Judge not of its 
character and its claims upon you, by the sight of the members 
of Ohrist’s body ; look at the Head, and here you may see such 
excellence, such beauty, such perfection, that you cannot choose 
but love and admire. Let the world contemplate Obrist, in his 
native glory, in his assumed humanity, in his wonderful works, 
in his heavenly instructions, in his unparalleled sufferings, in his 
resurrection and ascension to glory, in his present character as 
Intercessor, and in his future appearance as Judge of the world ; 
let the world thus look at the Head instead of the body; let the 
Cross be seen as the central point among the habitations of sinful 
men, and salvation by grace through the blood of Christ be 
counted the great doctrine to engage the intellect and the heart; 
let the world thus look at the Head, instead of the body, and at 
once a ova of objections to dl gos wy be swept 
away, and the strongest hopes might be indu that speedily 
the aaa of the Sens oni be cslebonted, and all men be 
brought to bow in subjection at Jesus’ feet. 

But, Christian brethren, because the enemies of Ohrist will 
look at the body instead of the head, and, for the very purpose of 
finding fault, see to it that ye do all in your power to make the 
body agree with the head. See that the vital union is preserved 
most carefully between every member and thé divine Head. Let 
all see that each member yields in all things to the will of the in- 
visible Head. Oonstrain the world to take knowledge of you that 
you have been with Jesus. Live by faith in the Son of God. 
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Let it be seen that “ your life is hid with Christ in God, and then 
when Christ, who is your life, shall appear, ye also shall appear 
with him in glory.” Heed the apostolic injunction, that, “ on 
ing the truth in love, you may grow up into him in all thin 
which is the Head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, fitly 
joined together, and compacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every 
—_— increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
ove. 
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“ Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcison, barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free ; but Christ is all, and in all.”—Col. iii. 11. 


The great idea in the mind of a Jew, was his nationality. He 
loried in patriotism. The glory of the Greek was wisdom. 
hose in bondage think, that above all things they would glory 

in freedom. But the christian, renewed in knowledge after the 
image of Him that created him, glories only in Christ crucified. 
Christ to him is att, and in all. Patriotism, freedom, learning and 
refinement, are, by no means to be lightly esteemed. But com- 
pared with the glory of the cross, they are to him only as a dim 
candle in the brightness of the noon-day sun, overpowered, absorb- 
ed, unseen. It accords with the genius of ancient languages, and 
with the ardor of the Hebrew mind, to express a superlative idea 
by contrast rather than comparison. The gain of the whole world, 
considered by itself, would be something, but contrasted with the 
loss of a soul, it is absolutely nothing. Freedom, civilization, 
learning, and, whatever appertains to us as men, or citizens, con- 
sidered by themselves, are of great value, but not worthy to be 
named in comparison with the blessings that flow from the cross. 
In contrast, those are as nothing, and these are all. 
The Janguage of the text is very general, or rather, I may aay 
absolutely wnlimited. Is it to be so understood? We readily 
t that to the words, all, every-one, every-where, we are not 
in all instances to attach the widest possible idea. The connec- 
tion and nature of the subject show evidently where the writer 
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did not intend these terms to be thus interpreted. But. does it 
follow, from any just principle of interpretation, that these words 
are never to be understood in their widest, unlimited sense? If, 
in their application to men and things of time, we may be in 
danger of making words mean too much, are we in danger of 
committing the same error when words are used to express the 
Being, Attributes and Work of God? I take it for granted, that 
with our limited perception, and imperfect comprehension, the idea 
we receive from these words cannot transcend the magnitude of 
the idea which the Holy Ghost intended they should express. 
Nor will all that we can say equal the extent of their meaning, or 
the blessedness of their import, es developed in every true chris- 
tian’s experience. His enraptured thoughts, outrunning the 
tongues of the learned, and the pens of ready writers, often prompt 
— to exclaim in reference to this subject, “the half cannot 
told. 

It is worthy of remark here, that, though the lan in 
which a thought is uttered, remains unchanged, the thought itself 
in our minds often grows broader, decper, higher, and more glo- 
rious, in proportion to our increasing power of comprehension. To 
the mind of a little child, playing upon the beach, the word, Ocean, 
presents only the idea of so much of the water as he can see. To 
the mind of the student in the halls of learning, this word presents 
a greatly enlarged idea. But, to the sailor, who has crossed every 
ocean in every direction, the word has a meaning, of which, 
neither the child, nor the student can form any adequate concep- 
tion. To a little child, the word, World, means the circle, of 
which the horizon is the circumference. To the child of riper 
years, World, neans this great globe. Great! but how much 
greater would his idea be, if he had been round the globe. But 
to the intelligent Astronomer, whose active thoughts have not only 
followed the planets of the solar system in their orbits, but wan- 
dered far off to the fixed stars and contemplated them as centres 
and suns to other systems, the word, World, conveys an idea, in 
comparison with which, the real magnitude of this globe itself, is 
but as a single drop compared to the ocean.. So shall maturer 
years, and more perfect knowledge, enlarge our idea of the truth 
uttered in the text, that Christ is all, and in all. 

We invite you to consider, 

I. The fact of Christ’s exaltation as here asserted. 

II. The evidences by which the assertion is sustained. 

This language does not deny the individuality of persons and 
things. ‘All and in all,” as- here asserted of Christ, implies 
that the persons and things, in whom He dwells, are not to 
be considered as identical with, and parts of Himself, yet 
the language asserts ghat there is nothing in existence which 
is not in some way connected with Himself. If Christ be in all, 
the connection of all with Him must be very close and important. 
What is the nature of this connection? Is it that of cause and 
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effect ; of antecedent and consequent ; or that of a shadow to its 
substance? Is it that of an elementary principle to its illustration ; 
or a8 the connection between a premise and the conclusion? Or 
like the relation of the stage to the scenes acted thereon? It will 
require the illustrations suggested by all these correlatives, and 
more, to convey a full idea of the nature of the connection between 
what is material and providential, and the spiritual wonders of 
the cross. From one point of view, the material universe seems 
like a stage, on which the successive scenes of Redemption might 
be acted. From another, Redemption appears like a sublime con- 
clusion, and the creation and government of the world, like the 
premise and the several steps of the argument. From another 
point of view, Redemption as wrought out by Christ on Calvary, 
ary like substance, thesum and substance of all truth, and 

the world besides but its shadow, or illustration. Viewed 
as it existed in the Eternal mind, ere the world was made or 
time began, Redemption appears as the great work for the 
development of the Divine Glo , and the creation and govern- 
ment of a material world, merely as subordinate contingencies. 
Accordingly when the material world shall have disappeared, and 
we, in that better land, are permitted to read a truthful history of 
what it once was, Christ wiil be seen to be all in all, not merely 
the Lion of one tribe or nation, but the Hero of the whole story, 
and Redemption by the blood of the cross, his most sublime 
achievement. 

And I may add, this connection of all things with Christ cruci- 
fied is not simply an important idea, in the nature of things, but the 
essential idea, the very foundation of all things created, the reason 
why created things are what they are. The soul of man, for illus- 
tration, cannot be all and in all in its relation to his body, with- 
out the body’s having been by nature fitted for such a connec- 
tion. And this fitness of the body for a connection with the soul, 
and to be subservient to its interests, is obviously the most impor- 
tant idea in the nature of the body’s organization. So if Christ 
be all, and in all things, that arrangement in the nature of all 
things which fits them for this connection, is certainly the most 
important element of their nature. The apostle declares not 
simply that all things were made by Christ, but ror um. Fitted 
in their essential nature, by infinite wisdom, for Christ, for the 
purposes of his kingdom, for the glory of his cross, this must for- 
ever be their most important destiny, this, the sublime mission of 
a created world. 

When we say of one thing, that it is all and in all, in its connec- 
tion with another, it is equivalent to saying that the latter exists 
wholly for the former, or that the latter is what it is, because the 
former has made it so. To be all in all of anything, is to be the 
essential cause of its existence, or the end for which it was made. 
To mark with exactness the flight of time, is all in all parts of a 
watch, because all parts of a watch exist, and are what they are, 
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for this purpose. .The germ is all and in all, in a kernel of corn 
considered 2s seed, because the whole surrounding body of the seed 
exists forthe germ. A man builds a ‘house for hi and family. 
He and they are all and in all in reference to its construction and 
arrangement, because it was their wisdom and power which caused 
it to be what it is, and for them it is to be used. Their will, their 
pleasure and their business, furnish the true reasons for all its 
peculiarities. The sun isall and in all in respect to the existence 
and beauty of the rainbow, because it is so emphatically the cause 
of the rainbow. Thus Christ is all and in all, for he is the canse 
of all, and all things are for his use and glory in effecting the pur- 
poses of Redemption by the blood of the cross. And hence the 
true reason of all things must be found in this, their relation to 
Christ crucified. And the knowledge and acknowledgment of 
Christ in all things, is the first step in the path of true wisdom. 
Here man first learns, what he wince in this life, nor in Eter- 
nity, have occasion to unlearn. From this centre all rays of 
knowledge emanate, and to this all true knowledge leads. Here, if 
anywhere, must human wisdom and Divine meet and harmonize. 


“Here hangs all human hope; this nail 
Supports the falling universe: this gone, we drop; 
Horror receives us, and the dismal wish, 
Creation had been smothered in her birth, 
That eternal darkness had been its shroud, 
And chaos, its grave, undisturbed ; chaos, 
Less dark, less disordered and less confused, 
In her primeval state, than earth disrobed 
Of Calvary’s light.” 


When by the power of the Holy Ghost, the heart is regenerated, 
and Christ is revealed to the eye of faith, and appreciated by the 
enraptured soul as ALL, and seen to be in all things, then, and not - 
till then, does man discover the true philosophy; then and not 
till then, is he in any sympathy with the essential nature of things, 
with the laws by which they are governed, and with the ultimate 
design which they are to accomplish. When every created thi p 
animate and inanimate, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth, 
shall be seen pointing to Calvary, and crying in reason’s ear, a8 
well as the ear of faith, “‘ Blessing and honor and glory and power 
be unto the Lamb,” then will they be doing the great work for 
which they were made, and accomplishing the purpose for which 
they were by nature chiefly fitted. For thy use, and pleasure, 
and glory, © Lamb of God! all things are, and were created. 
Thou art az! Whom haveI in heaven but Thee? and there is 
nothing on earth to be desired without Thee. Thou art above all, 
in all, and over all, God blessed forever. 

We pass to notice. , 

IL. The evidences by which the assertion in the text is sustained. 

Let it be distinctly understood that we speak, in this connection, 
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of Christ crucified, revealing by his cross the mystery of godliness, 
makin en gre ke to angels and men, the Merion end love 
of God. and suggesting therein to all created intelligences, ade- 
quate reasons for all things that are, that have been and that are 
yet tobe. And, 

First, the view of Christ crucified, given in the whole of the 
Bible, accords with the idea presented in the text. The Bible, ae 
@ whole, is a revelation from God. But what does it reveal ? 
Light? Christ isthe Light ofthe world. Does it reveal truth ¢ 
Ohrist isthe Truth. Does it reveal the way to Heaven? Christ 
is the Way! Does it reveal life eternal? Christ is our Life. 
Ohrist is all, and in all the Bible. It is most emphatically the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. Its first lesson to fallen man, and its 
last, are of Christ crucified. The Old Testament, with all its his- 
tories, and prophecies, and sacrifices, simply shows what paing 
Ohrist had taken to prepare the world for the sublime wonders 
of his cross. The Evangelists record his teachings, and the cir- 
cumstances of his death. The Acts and the Epistles record the 
development of his glory and the progress of his Kingdom. If 
the ‘ble be regarded as a history, then Christ crucified is the 
subject of that history. If it be regarded as a biography, it is the 
biography of Christ crucified. Isitanarrative? Christ crucified 
is the Hero of the story. Does it contain doctrines? They are 
the teachings of Christ. Is ita bookof laws? Christ is the Law- 
giver. Does it enforce ordinances? These are emblems of Him, 
who died, and rose, and became to sinners the bread of life. 
Does the Bible contain promises? Christ is both the substance 
of what is promised, and the surety that the promise shall not fail. 
Does it speak of the creation of the world? It was by the power 
of Christ. Of its government? By Him all things consist. Of 
its end, when the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and the 
heavens be rolled together and pass away? It will be, when” 
Christ as Redeemer has no more use for them. He is the Alpha 
and Omega, the Beginning and End. Thus the Bible in all its 
parts, speaks the sentiment of the text, that Christ crucified is 
ALL. 
Again, secondly, the miracles of Christ, as strongly as his 
word, confirm and illustrate the truth asserted in the text. The 
Bible, from the beginning to the end, is but the echo of his 
voice, who spake as never man spake. He was mighty in word ; 
nor is He less mighty in deed. The works that He has done 
bear witness of Him that He is ati! and indicate the subordina. 
tion of all things to Himself and to the purposes of his dying 
love. The dead came forth from their graves at his bidding, to 
bear witness of Him as mighty to save. Winds and waves cease 
their commotion in obedience to his mandate. A fish of the sea 
hastens to bring Him tribute. An untutored colt obediently 
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bears Him in triumph to Jerusalem. A raven restrains its own 
me to feed his hungry prophet. The heavens pour down 
their waters, and the fountains of the great deep break up to 
drown his enemies. Fires descend from heaven to consume the 
wicked, and the earth opens her mouth to devour the.rebellious. 
The sea retires to make a way for his chosen ones; and windows 
in heaven are open to ive them food ; and the solid rock pours 
out for them rivers of water. The opened eye, that was once 
blind, rejoices in Him who is the light. The listening ear, once 
deaf; is gladdened chiefly by the music of his voice. The nimble 
feet of the lame hasten to do his will. The withered arm is once 
more stretched out, and lifted up in adoration of his name; and 
the leper, healed, returns to give Him praise. ‘The Friend of 
sinners dies”—and earth’s deep foundations shake—the p 

veil, the rending rocks, the darkened sun, and a mourning, trem- 
bligg world, confess the presence of their Maker, and significantly 
indicate for whom they had been made. Thus, fish, fowl, and 
animal, the ocean and the land, the solid rock and the flowing 
stream, the earth and the heavens, the living and the dead, yea 
life and death and even him who has the power of death, are 
subject to Christ and virtually confess that he is aut. When 
Christ as our Redeemer spake and acted, He summoned the hea- 
vens and the earth, and all that is in them, as witnesses and co- 
operating agents, which he had prepared from the beginning for 
this ane purpose, the highest, noblest purpose they ever an- 
swered. 

Thirdly, the idea of the text is confirmed by a careful investi- 
gation of the analogies of things. Among all classes of birds, 
there is one of highest flight, the Eagle. Among the finny tribes 
of the deep, there is one of mightiest form and strength, Levia- 
than. Among the animals of the forest, there is one of loudest 
foar, the Lion. Over all the animals of earth, man was made.to 
rule as their lord. In ali forms of society, domestic, civil, and 
religious, there is one exalted by divine appointment above the 
rest ; there is a highest office and an officer to fill it. In natural 
philosophy, one law, (ravitation, has an importance greater 
than every other idea which itdevelopes. In moral philosophy, 
one idea, Love, seems to involve in itself every idea of the whe C) 
subject.” Of all parts of our physical frames, the head is most 
important. Of our vital organs, the heart seems all in all. 
Among the faculties of the mind, none are of so great import- 
ance as conscience. Among the elements of christian experi- 
ence, nothing is so important as Faith. In the heavens, one star 
differs from another in brightness, but the sun outshines them all. 
What, we ask, do these analogies teach? All things are found 
in climateric order, and related to each other, as lower, bigher, 
highest. This is seen when the individuals of a single class are 
compared with each other ; it is seen also, in comparing one en- 

28 
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tire class with another. Every class, and every individual of 
each class, seems formed by nature, with the arm stretched out, 
and the finger pointed upward. But the great question is, to 
what object do they point? A question often asked by the 
bear wise and great, and as often unanswered, or answered 
in such a way as to make darkness darker, and ignorance more 
rofound. But with the Bible open and believed, easily solved 
y the simplest child. The Lamb of God—behold the Lamb. 
they cry! He is the Beginning and the End. For Him are all 
things. He is all, and in all; the first-born of every creature; 
Head over all wy: to the church. 

Christ is called The Word. In the beginning was the Word. 
All language is simply a means of transferring the thoughts of 
one mind into another mind! When God from eternity wished 
to convey his thoughts to man by lan e, it was necessary that 
a language should be created. e chief end answered by mgt 
has been created, is evidently the great purpose for which it Was 
made ; and since the ideas communicated to man by Christ and 
of Christ, are infinitely more important than all other ideas that 
language ever uttered, it is not too much to say, that to answer 
this purpose by the analogy of its nature and the use of its 
terms, is the great object for which language was constructed. 
Thus Christ is the Word, the great idea of all language, the re- 
vealer of the counsels of eternity, and of the light of immortal- 
ity. Every act of our minds in receiving ideas through the me- 
dium of language, is only a disciplinary exercise to prepare us, 
in a more perfect manner, to learn of Christ, the mysteries of his 
kingdom, and the glory of heaven. Language fails to answer its 
noblest end, when it utters nothing of Christ crucified, and re- 
flects nothing of the radiance of Him who is the brightness of 
the Father’s glory and the exact image of his person. 

But is it in reality to Christ, the crucified one, to whom the 
analogies of nature point us? That God is revealed in nature’s 
works, and seen in history, is no new thought. This is taught by 
Natural Theology. But is this all? To divorce the work of 
creation and providence from the glory of the cross, seems to be 
the essence of Deism, and a denial of Christianity. Carefully 
surveying the cross, what do we behold? Vicarious suffering. 
Voluntary substitution. Sorrows and death freely endured Ww 
the innocent, to save from sorrows and death, the guilty. He 
was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, 
and by his stripes we are healed. Here is laid the foundation of 
the great work of mediation. Thus Christ becomes our redemp- 
tion and salvation. What are the specific analogies that point to 
this idea? In the nature of the family institution, ordained by 
God to direct our thoughts, to form and develop our characters, 
they are daily seen. The sleep of the sick is obtained by the 
agency of those who give up sleep; rest to the infant, by the 
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weariness of its mother ; and. food for the family, by the sweat of 
the father’s brow. A Benjamin is born, but in order to give 
him life,a Rachel must die. A young man commences business, 
fails, and sinks in discouragement. Buta father, or brother, or 
friend, comes to his relief, and by some sacrifice, takes his bur- 
den, restores his courage, and saves him. When a fatal accident 
is falling upon the head of those we love, quick as thought we 
interpose between them and the blow, and by voluntarily suffer- 
ing the pain of a broken arm, we save our friend from death. 
This is the law of mediation. The love that prompts to deeds 
like these, is the very foundation of all domestic happiness. 
Better far that the family relations had never existed, if each 
does not consider it both a duty and privilege to bear the other’s 
burden. Why were our domestic relations formed thus, but to 
keep in our minds, by our dhily experience, correct ideas of Him 
by whose wounds we are made whole; whose love prompted 
Him to die on the cross that we might be saved from death eter- 
nal; who laid aside his robes and crown of glory and became a 
servant, that he might raise us to thrones, and crown us kings 
and priests unto God. Did the family institution ever answer a 
nobler purpose than thus to point to the cross, and illustrate the 
fundamental principle on which Christ is gathering around Him- 
self the whole family of the redeemed in , nen and earth ¢ 

It is provided by nature’s law that vegetable life must die, to 
give animals food; and animals must die to become food and 
clothing for man. Rivers of animal blood daily flow to save the 
life of man from starvation and death. The cattle upon a thou- 
sand hills are the Lord’s, and offered in sacrifice or as common 
food, they are in their nature and use significant analogies of that 
great and glorious Being, who died that we might live. The lamb 
to slaughter led, by his nature, his meek submission and design, 
still points to Christ as clearly as when on Jewish altars slain. 

It was because these analogies exist in all things, that Christ so 
uften used things, rather than words, as illustrations of his own 
truth and his own works. To his eye every material thing, 
every law in nature, every custom of society, seemed but a meta- 
phor, a simile, or comparison, through which his own light might 
be made to penetrate the darkness of the human mind. Day and 
night, summer and winter, seed time and harvest—the rain, the 
dew, winds, thunders, lightnings, the ocean, the land, the sun, 
moon, and stars, good seed and tares, sowing and reaping, in 
short, all things in nature, all eyents of Providence, were made 
to speak directly of Himself, as though the very heavens had 
been formed from the beginning for the glory of the Redeemer, 
and the earth to show forth the work of his cross. 

Again, fourthly, the Holy Ghost bears witness to the truth in 
the text, in the experience of every one who is truly regenerated, 
It is one of the offices of the Holy Ghost, to take the things of 


p 











208 


Christ and show them unto us in their true relations. ‘ He shall 
take of mine,” says Christ, “ and slow it unto you.” When one 
is truly regenerated, he esteems Christ as very precious, the 
chiefest among ten thousand, altogether lovely, yea, as ALL, and 
in all. The love of Christ is shed abroad in his heart by the 
Holy Ghost, and has become the leading element of his soul; Ais 
ruling passion! In what light-do all things appear to a soul. 
that is under the influence of love as a ruling passion? It is ob- 
viously the nature of a ruling passion, to concentrate the whole 
power of the soul upon a single idea, and to behold an image of 
that idea reflected Sam every object which may chance to gain 
the attention. When avarice becomes the ruling passion, the 
soul lives and moves and has its being in plans to gain wealth. 
Every thing means money received, or, money lost. To such a 
soul, the pale. countenance of a dying child would. be but little 
else than an index of pecuniary loss; and, in the dying groans 
of his aged father, he would hear but the signal for dividing the 
estate. If revenge were the ruling passion of the soul, it would 
see in every implement of husbandry, a weapon of death: 
raging winds, flashing lightnings, and rattling thunders, would 
be to such a one but signals for striking the fatal blow! When 
envy is the ruling passion of the soul, then it sees nothing in an- 
other’s prosperity, but the means of disadvantage and mischief 
to itself. hen benevolence and pity are ruling passions, then 
the whole world seems to have become little else, but scenes of 
distress and means of relief. Winds seem to echo sighs of an- 
guish, and the thunders speak of groans which cannot be utter- 
ed ; and dews and rains are but the tears which heaven weeps 
in sympathy with the suffering. When love becomes the ruling 
passion, then love and goodness seem to be the all-pervading 
principles of a created world. As a perfect mirror reflects a 
perfect likeness, so perfect love sees love reflected from every 
object on which it looks. The love of Christ in the heart as its 
raling passion, sees the love of Christ in every shining star, and 
singing bird, and flowing stream, yea, in every insect as it dan- 
ces in the sunbeams, and in planets and systems as they revolve 
in their orbits. Now it is absolutely required, both by the law 
and the Gospel, that love to Christ should thus be our ruling 4 
sion. The heart of man is never right until it be thus controlled. 
And into this state the Holy Ghost brings the soul by regenera- 
tion. Oan the Christian ever forget the days of his first love to 
Christ, when one idea and one only seemed to fill the whole 
horizon of his mental vision, and of the vision of faith; and that 
idea was Christ’ crucified, to save his guilty, trembling soul? 
Long had he rode on the raging sea of passion and rebellion ; at 
length a storm came on; the storm of God’s justice and indigna- 
tion against his sins, was loud and fearful; dark was the night of 
guilt and despair ; like the foundering bark, he trembled injthe 
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gale; and eternity, like the yawning ocean, seemed opening to 
receive him. : 
‘* Deep horror then his vitals froze, 
Death struck, he ceased the tide to stem.” 


The commandment came, sin revived, and he died ; 


4 “Then suddenly one star arose, 
It was the star of Bethlehem. 
It was his guide, his light, his aut.” 


It was, and is, and ever shall be, 


‘His light in darkness, and his life in death, 
His hope and joy in youth, his strength in age, 
His theme, his inspiration and his crown, 
His world, his aut, 
His boast through time, bliss through Eternity, 
Eternity too short to speak thy praise, 
Or fathom thy profound of love to man.” 


In this state of mind, when love to Christ, the crucified one, is 
the ruling passion, and love is seen inscribed upon every thing 
animate and inanimate; and waving fields of ripening grain, 
and bending forests, seem to be bowing in worship of the Lamb ; 
and singing birds and murmuring brooks, the roaring ocean, and 
the deep-toned thunder, seem to vie with each other, to swell the 
new song, and every creature in heaven and on earth seems to 
say, Blessing and honor and glory and power be unto the Lamb, 
then things appear as they really are, as they are seen by those 
in Heaven ; for Christ 1s ALL, and in all. 

And here I must discontinue the discussion of the subject, 
deeply conscious that I apprehend only a very little of what it 
contains, and that all I have said or can say falls infinitely below 
the full measure of the idea which the text declares. If any 
apology be necessary for — a’ subject so much beyond my 
ability to comprehend and develope, I will only say that even a 
child may be allowed to dip an urn full of water from the ocean, 
with which to bathe and refresh his own weary limbs, and ma 
earnestly recommend it to others, though of the ocean’s dep 
and extent he has no adequate idea. 

In conclusion we remark, 

1. That if Christ be in all things, it is our duty and privilege 
to be sensible of his presence. God is not in the thoughts of the 
wicked, and this is their state of darkness and death. Shall we 
also forget our Redeemer, or only think of Him as of one afar 
off? What must the heart of a father be, who looks upon the 
portrait of an absent child, and observes only the color of the 
paint, the beauty of the picture, or its elegant frame, but sees 
not the image of his child! My mother sat in the old arm 
chair. There she read her Bible, the old fashioned Bible, as it 
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lay on the stand, left her finger prints on its pages, turned down 
its leaves, filled it with marks, underscored its sacred words and 
lines, and from it turned to bless her child. The carpet was worn 
where she often knelt to pray—’twas there she nursed me—'twas 
there she died. Years intervene; again I enter that room ;— 
there stands the old arm chair, the table, and the Bible as my 
mother left them. What image is before me now, in whose+ 
presence doI stand? Omvy mother! my mother !—whom do I 
seem to behold but thee. What other name can my faltering 
tongue find strength to utter? So when we love Christ more 
than a mother, He will be the one present to onr view, in all the 
works his hands have wrought. 

2. We learn from this subject, why, in preaching the gospel, 
- prominence must be given to the doctrines of the cross. 

aul resolved, with good reason, not to know anything among 
the people, but Christ and Him crucified. Asa minister, not 
less than as a Christian, he gloried in the cross. To preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ was his business and his happiness. 
If Christ!,be att, He must so appear in our ministry, or we are 
untrue to our calling. It is quite possible to preach truth, his- 
torical trath, moral truth, yea, many theological truths; and yet 
our ministry, as a whole, may be essentially a ministry of error. 
Truths presented in distorted proportions and robbed of their 
legitimate connections, become errors. Ours will be a ministry 
of darkness rather than light, if Christ crucified be not promi- 
nently presented therein. The ministry should be, at least in 
one particular, what heaven is, the place where the light of the 
Lamb so shines that they need not the light of the sun. Preach 
Christ always, Christ everywhere—Christ all and in all, and 
yours must be essentially a ministry of truth. 

8. Our subject suggests for what purposes all things are to be 
used. If Ohrist crucified be all, then whatever is used for Him 
answers the end for which it was made. All things are for 
Him; whatsoever the Father hath, is his. Here is the founda- 
tion of our stewardship. Freely have we received all thin 
from Ohrist, faithfully must we use all things for Him. Sel fish- 
ness attempts to rob the Creator, and is at war with things cre- 
ated. But faith, which beholds Christ in all things, works by 
love that consecrates all things to Him. 

4. If Christ be in all things, then he who does not discover this 
connection is essentially ignorant of all things. Suppose a per- 
son to have examined the structure and motions,of all the parts 
in a watch, and after a long investigation, should fail to discover 
that the watch was intended to mark the flight of time, you 
would not hesitate to pronounce him essentially ignorant of the 
whole thing. So is he essentially ignorant of the laws of nature, 
and of the history of the world, who fails to perceive that Obrist 
is in all things, and that all things in nature and Providece near 
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by Him and for Him. Unbaptized Philosophy is madness. The 
highest: style of unchristianized literature is but a darkening of 
counsel by words without knowledge. He who denies the true 
character of Christ, and disrobes the cross of its divine glory, is 
in double darkness. He is neither a true philosopher, nor a real 
Christian. He is as far from conspenboadie the real nature of 
earthly things, as from believing the revelation of heavenly 
things. b 

5 To know Christ is the end of all knowledge. This is the 
substance, and all earthly substances its shadow. For this Paul 
counted all things but loss. What is science, or art, or learning, 
compared with the knowledge of Christ? How dim their li 
rather how entirely dark, until, as the moon reflects its borrow 
light, they become radiant by the light of the cross, The greatest 
of the earthly great, the | oe y ever born of woman, is ‘less 
than the least in the kingdom of God. The humblest Christian 
has attained to a knowledge as much above the highest world] 
wisdom, as the ideas of a Newton are above the ideas of a child. 
All things are so connected with the work of the cross, that if 
this work had failed, creation itself would have proved a failure. 
So if we fail of knowing Christ crucified, all other knowled 
will be in vain, a worse than in vain, working death unto death. 

Finally, would you realize on earth what Heaven is, you must 
learn to sing of Him and to Him who is all and in all. To Him 
in that world of light, every eyeis turned. He is the subject of 
every song, the substance and centre of every thought. ere is 
no night there, and they need not the light of the sun, for the 
Lamb is their light. There is no temple there, for the Lord God, 
the Lamb is their temple. Christian, have you not sometimes 
been so absorbed in thoughts of Jesus’ dying love, so lost in won- 
der and joy, in view of his amazing grace, that you became quite 
unconscious of the presence of material things, hardly knowing 
whether in the body or out of thé body? a you in such a” 
state of mind, prisons would palaces prove, and December 
would be as pleasant as May.- Then to you there was no night, 
no sun, no temple, because Christ was your all! Insuch a frame 
as this your eternal life, your heaven, — below. In sucha 
frame, may it be prolonged, and perfected. 





“The lame man which was healed held Peter and John.”—Acrs ili. 13. 


How perfectly natural and picturesque are the narratives of the 
Bible ; serving at once to vouch for their truth, and to leave their 
representations fixed in the memory. 

e circumstance is too simple, striking, and touching, to be 
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overlooked. The poor man had been lame from his mother’s 
womb, and was placed daily at the beautiful gate of the Temple 
to ask alms of the worshipers. Of silver and gold, Peter and 
John had none; but they gave him something far better. In 
the name of the Lord Jesus, said they, rise up and walk. And 
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And he, 
leaping up, stood, and entered with them into the temple, walk- 
ing, and leaping, and praising God. The people, also, seeing 

t was done, Suton to Solomon’s porch, greatly wondering. 
But the man that was healed, held Peter and’ John. 

Was this the effect of apprehension? Did he imagine their 
influence was confined to their bodily presence, and that if he 
let them ‘go, his lameness would return ? 

Or did this result from a wish to point them out to the multi- 
+ tade? “Are you looking after the wonderful men who have 

made you whole?” Eager and proud to proclaim them—“ Here,” 
says he, “ here they are—these are they.” 

Was it not still more the expression of attachment? ‘“O my 
deliverers and benefactors, let me attend upon you, and enjoy 
the happiness to serve you. Entreat me not to leave you, nor 
‘to return from following after you. Let me live—let me die 
with you.” So it is in our spiritual cures. It is natural to feel 
a regard for those who have been the means of our recovery, 
and to keep hold of them. But let us remember, we may hold 
them too closely. And we do so, if we suffer them to draw us 
away from the God of all grace. For whoever are the instru- 
ments of doing us good, He is the agent, and he will have us 
know, that the excellence of the power is of Him, and not of 
them. Hence the reproof: “For while one saith, I am of Paul, 
and another, I am of —— are ye not carnal? Who, then, 
is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, 

, even as God gave to every man? I have planted ; Apollos wa- 
tered; but God gave the inérease. So, then, neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, but God that giveth 
the increase.” ey are something in the order of means, and 
& proper respect is due to them in this character; but they are 

- nothing as to efficiency and success—these are entirely of God; 
and his glory will he not give to another. To idolize a minister 
is the way to have him removed from us, or rendered unprofitable 
to us—“ not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 

Lord of hosts.” We can never honor God so much as by depend- 

ence upon him. And them that honor him, he will honor ; and 
they that despise him shall be lightly esteemed.— Happy Home. 


a 








